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3. Whether there is a causal connection between the injury and the claimed
medical expenses.

4. Whether claimant is entitled to reimbursement for an independent medical
evaluation (IME).

FINDINGS OF FACT

The claimant was 51 years old at the time of hearing. Claimant graduated from
high school. Claimant has two associate degrees from DMACС.

Prior to working for AE, claimant worked as a machine operator for Superior
Container. Claimant began working for AE in 1993 as a maintenance mechanic. In
2006 claimant left AE to work for a biodiesel company called Technochem. Claimant
testified this was mostly a desk job. Technochem closed after about a year due to lack
of funding. Claimant then worked at Marzetti's Foods as a maintenance mechanic.

Claimant returned to his job at AE about a year after beginning at Marzetti's. (Exhibit 2,
page 3) Claimant testified at the time of hearing he was working as a maintenance
supervisor. (Transcript p. 16)

Exhibit E is a job description for claimant's position as a maintenance supervisor.
Claimant testified he agreed with the job description generally. Claimant testified on
occasions he was required to lift up to 150 pounds at work. (Tr. p. 16)

In 2013 claimant was evaluated for knee pain once. Claimant had no permanent

restrictions or permanent impairment from that 2013 exam. Claimant did not miss any
work from that one visit. (Tr. pp. 21, 65-66) Claimant also had hip surgery in 1986. (Tr.
p. 22)

On May 27, 2015 claimant was climbing out of a molding machine when he

slipped on a rug on the floor, used to cover a spill. Claimant said he felt a pop in his
knee and had immediate pain.

On May 28, 2015 claimant was evaluated by Richard Bratkiewicz, M.D. for a right
knee injury. Claimant was assessed as having a right medial knee strain. Claimant
was given a knee sleeve and told to ice his knee. (Jt. Ex. 3, p. 1)

Claimant returned to Dr. Bratkiewicz on June 4, 2015. An MRI was
recommended. (Jt. Ex. 3, p. 3)

An MRI taken on June 17, 2015 showed a medial meniscus tear. Claimant was

referred to an orthopedic specialist. The MRI notes there was cartilage thinning that
potentially was due to degenerative processes or was posttraumatic given the history of
claimant's twisting injury. (Jt. Ex. 1, p. 1; Jt. Ex. 3, p. 5)

Claimant was evaluated by Christopher Nelson, D.O., on June 7, 2015. Surgery
was discussed and chosen as a treatment option. (Jt. Ex. 4, pp. 1-4)




















